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This report is in six parts as follows :-

Part 1 – Introduction to Offa’s Dyke Rifle Club

Part 2 – Classification of Firearms

Part 3 – Young people and Firearms

Part 4 – Present Regulations and Effects

Part 5 – Process and procedures adopted by the Home Office

Part 6 – Summary of our recommendations


Part 1 – An Introduction to Offa’s Dyke Rifle Club (ODRC)

The Club was formed in 1992 as a response to offer Rifle Shooters a variety of Target Rifle Shooting Disciplines. These to include Practical Rifle, Long Range (1000yds plus) as well as standard Target Rifle, catering for a wide range of calibres, now including up to .50 cal.

We use several MOD & Private Ranges, including the excellent facilities offered by the MOD ranges at Sennybridge, Nr Brecon. 

The club’s name derived from the first MOD range we used at Llansilin, West of Oswestry, where “Offa’s Dyke” runs through the area. Unfortunately, this and other ranges in the West Midlands area, are not available to us or other clubs at present, due to being dispensation ranges, where sections of the danger areas are not totally under MOD control. A temporary situation we hope.

Membership is drawn from a wide range of people, including several serving Police Officers, ex Forces personnel, Agriculture, Construction, Engineering and the Professions, with ages ranging from 20’s to late 70’s. 

Competitions are held on a regular basis, with some members competing in National Events. This includes Long Range Rifle Shoots (1000yds plus) as many wish to learn more about ballistics and sighting at long distances. Further assistance is given on the Firearms to use, their safe use and the reloading of ammunition. 

ODRC is affiliated to the NRA and other shooting organisations and is Home Office Approved.

Part 2 – Classification of Firearms
a)  In general, we consider that the present classification is adequate, with a few exceptions :-

That Self Loading full bore Rifles be reinstated as Part 1 Category, along with Handguns.

This is because there is NO GOOD REASON to prohibit these firearms from responsible, law abiding shooters, as the present prohibitions were derived out of the incorrect addressing of serious public safety problems. (ie : Inferring that legitimate shooting was involved, thereby attempting to cover up Governmental Departments own shortcomings and mistakes.) This was in serious breach of both UK and EU law. Subsequent events have shown this to be true, as seen in your own statistics, with armed crime using the very same prohibited firearms having drastically increased out of all proportion in the last few years. Legitimate shooting should therefore be totally exonerated for the shortcomings and incompetence of the UK Government on these matters.  

b)  On the question of moving more firearms into the prohibited category, mention is made of Large calibre, material destruction rifles, Long Barrelled Revolvers, Semi Auto Rimfire Rifles etc. The Home Office has obviously been seriously misinformed on these matters. For instance, the Calibre of a rifle DOES NOT determine its ability for Material Destruction. The Ammunition used DOES. This applies to any calibre and as such ammunition (ie – armour piercing, incendiary etc.) is in the prohibited section, it is therefore NOT available to shooters. Such ammunition is not suitable for target shooting, as it is not very accurate or safe and could cause problems in match Quality Firearms. Also, such firearms and ammunition are rather expensive, very heavy and virtually impossible to conceal and in the main only single shot, thereby making them totally unsuitable for criminal use. In conclusion, these firearms, including Long Barrelled Revolvers and Semi-Auto Rim fire Rifles etc., should stay as at present, as they offer NO THREAT to public safety etc.

Part 3 – Young Persons and Firearms.

A rationalisation of ages for various associations with firearms would certainly help clarify things. However, we strongly feel that there is also a need to allow exposure of the shooting sports to young persons in a safe and informed manner. This is very important, as the future of shooting lies with introducing youngsters and indeed adults, to the subject, with proper education in the use and respect of firearms. Prohibition does not solve anything; it only makes firearms more desirable for the wrong reasons and to the wrong sort of people.  Years ago people had better knowledge and hence more respect for firearms, as most large company’s and schools had there own shooting clubs. Now the main exposure to firearms is from violent criminal use in films, TV and Computer games, thereby giving all the wrong messages and therefore is the real problem area to address, not the prevention of education and the legitimate use of firearms.

Part 4 – Present Regulations and Effects.

The present regulations re Firearms Controls have virtually NO effect on the criminal use of firearms, they only affect the Law Abiding Shooter, by restricting the shooting sports and damaging the trade associated with. Again this is borne out by recent events and the vast increase in the use of so called Prohibited Firearms in criminal acts.

These procedures have completely confused the General Public who have no proper knowledge of firearms and shooting matters, as such knowledge is deliberately kept from them,  in the hope that the easy fix of blaming the legitimate shooting world and damaging the shooting sports will look good and win votes.

 Unfortunately shooters have not been very well represented in the past, mainly because they could not believe that the public would be so gullible as to accept the anti shooting lobby and the Governments statements, that by banning certain firearms, we would all be a lot safer. Well that has now proved to be totally wrong. Will the public still believe these old lies ?. We hope not.

Part 4   Continued …….

It is therefore time to do the right thing and address those matters in the correct manner and not continue the illegal persecution of the shooting community any further. No doubt you are aware that certain previous measures taken by this Government were in serious breech of both UK and EU laws, being totally ineffective in there intent and devastating to the shooting sports in this country.

Part 5.  – Advising the Secretary of State on Firearms Matters

The officials of Offa’s Dyke Rifle Club believe that any Group / Committee advising the Government on Firearms / Shooting matters, should be qualified to do so, with a fair proportion being drawn from the shooting sports world.

The need for this can be seen in some of the statements made in the present Consultation paper, as well as the bad advice given in the past by persons who have virtually NO knowledge of what they are talking about, thereby making the whole procedure a complete farce. This is NOT the way forward, so Please adopt a more responsible approach in the future.

Also, by allowing the general public more access to the shooting world through better education and facilities, a more reasoned understanding can be had by all parties concerned.

We would also point out that many other sports and activities offer much more danger to public safety, but we do not see the appropriate restrictions being implemented or even discussed.

This obviously begs the question – Is there a hidden agenda?.

Up until quite recently, this Country could pride itself in producing some of the best competitive shooters in the world, collecting many medals at the Olympics etc. Now, thanks to this and previous Governments attitude and persecution of shooters, we are reduced to the ranks of “Also Rans”, if we are lucky. Why do you do this ?. Please try and get things right in the future, by addressing issues correctly.  DO NOT use the shooting world as a Scapegoat for your own incompetence.

Part 6. – Summery of our recommendations :-

· There is NO case whatsoever for prohibiting Large Calibre Rifles, Long Barrelled Revolver etc., on public safety or any other grounds.

· That certain Self Loading Rifles and Handguns be reinstated as part 1 Firearms, as we all know that their previous prohibition had nothing at all to do with criminal use or public safety.

· That consideration is given to making shooting sports more available to young persons through better education and facilities. This has to be more effective than restricting access, but allowing exposure to the BAD side of firearms use, vie violence on TV, Films and computer games.

· To acknowledge that present legislation on firearms control has NO effect on the criminal use of firearms, or indeed has addressed those issues associated with, but has only Ruined shooting sports in this country. (Bear in mind the breach of UK and EU laws etc. by addressing a problem through introducing laws implicating innocent, law abiding persons / activities,  in order to protect your own  shortcomings.)

· That the replacement for the Firearms Consultation Committee be set up with the recognised expertise in shooting maters and NOT a bunch of Government “Yes Men”. This is very important, so try and get it right this time.

For and on behalf of ODRC :
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